Hesburgh Lecture Series:  Faith, Politics and the Constitution by Garnett, Richard W
Richard Garnett is a professor of law and concurrent professor of political science at the University of Notre Dame, where he teaches and writes about criminal law, constitutional law, religious freedom, and the freedom of speech. He received his B.A. in philosophy summa cum laude 
from Duke University in 1990, and his J.D. from Yale Law School in 1995. Before 
coming to Notre Dame, he served as a law clerk to Chief Justice William Rehnquist and 
to Chief Judge Richard S. Arnold of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit. 
He also practiced law at the Washington, D.C. law firm of Miller, Cassidy, Larroca & 
Lewin, specializing in criminal defense and religious liberty matters. Garnett’s scholarly 
work is in the areas of law and religion, federalism, school choice, and the freedom of 
association. He has also participated in the drafting of numerous amicus curiae briefs 
submitted to the U.S. Supreme Court in First Amendment cases, including Zelman 
v.Simmons-Harris, the landmark school-voucher decision. He is the founding director 
of the Law Schools’ program on Church, State, and Society. In 2011, he was asked 
to serve as a consultant to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ new 
Committee on Religious Liberty.
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